Deep brain stimulation in a patient on immunosuppressive therapy after renal transplant.
We performed thalamic deep brain stimulation (DBS) surgery to treat severe essential tremor in a 36 year-old woman who had undergone cadaveric renal transplant four years earlier. She was receiving chronic immunosuppressive therapy. Post-operative healing was normal and there have been no infections of the DBS hardware. There were no peri-operative complications and no rejection of the transplanted kidney. She remains on the same systemic immunosuppressive agents as pre-operatively: prednisone, cyclosporine, and mycophenolate mofetil (CellCept). DBS surgery may be safely performed in carefully selected patients on systemic immunosuppression after renal transplant.